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AlIItnd-Usina the method of associated matrices. Galerkin-type representations are constructed for the
polarization vector P and the scalar potential • in a die1ettric solid. The representations are used to
determine (p,.) due to a point charlie in an infinite dielettric solid. Expressions for (P. f) are constructed
for an ideal dipole. quadrupole and an octapole. By distribution of these multipole siJlllllarities with suitable
densities alona the 6ne selDlent joinina the focii of the spheroid an exact expression for the die1ettric
displacement caused by a charlie distribution over its surface is determined using the singularity method.

INTRODUCTION
Recent years have witnessed application of the singularity method to the construction of a large
number of exact solutions to displacement-type boundary value problems for an infinite
isotropic medium with spheriodal cavities [l] and various types of Stokes flows over axisym­
metric bodies in hydromechanics[2]. The method consists of deriving Kelvin-type solutions and
then obtaining solutions for higher order point singularities, known as doublets, centres of
dilatation and rotation, stokeslets, stresslets, rotlets, and distributing these singularities, with
appropriate densities, along a finite segment of the axis of symmetry of the body to obtain
explicit results through integral representation for the unknown displacement. The method has
been extended to obtain exact closed form solutions in other areas of matbematical pbysics,
such as magnetostatics, potential theory and scattering of low frequency electromagnetic and
acoustic waves[3]. Body shapes treated include spheres, prolate and oblate spheroids, dumb­
bens and forms generated by a surface of revolution. Compared to the boundary value method,
where one encounters overwhelmingly complex analytical difficulties, the singularity technique
is simple, elegant and allows exact solutions to boundary value problems to be obtained with
ease and in a straightforward logical manner.

In the present work, the application of the singularity method is extended to dielectric
materials[4]. Kelvin·type solutions for the polarization vector P and scalar potential field 41 are
constructed for a point charge in an infinite dielectric solid using the method of associated
matrices[S] and rederiving the solution given in[4]. Point singularities, such as ideal doublets,
quadrupoles and octapoles with one, two and three directors, respectively, are generated from
the basic point charge solution. Solutions are constructed for both the classical theory of
dielectrics as well as for Mindlin's equations which take into account the contribution of the
polarization gradient to the stored energy function. Using these multipole point singularities
with appropriate densities, an integral representation for the dielectric displacement due to a
charge distribution on the surface of the spheroidal cavity in an infinite dielectric material is
constructed for a rigid dielectric and an exact solution in terms of elementary functions
obtained. The total surface charge is determined by parametrizing the surface of the spheriodal
cavity. Detailed explicit evaluations of integrals used in the text are given in appendices.

2. THE BASIC EQUATIONS

Let a homogeneous isotropic centro-symmetric dielectric material occupy a region V whose
boundary S separates it from outer vacuum V'. Introduce a rectangular Cartesian coordinate
system, XI.

The basic equations developed in[4) reduce to the equations of equilibrium

(2.1a)
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EOcP,ii - Pi~ = - Pc in V

cP.ii = Oin V'

E awL -I -Ip
L i = - aP

i
= - Eo TI i

(2.Ib)

(2.lc)

(2.2)

(2.3)

and the boundary conditions

(2.4)

(2.5)

where S/, PIJ denote the components of electric and polarization gradient tensors; LEi,IIq,,;II, ni
represent the components of local electric vector, jump in q,,; across S and the components of
unit normal vector to S respectively; TI, Eo, 8(x), Pc, respectively, denote the dielectric
susceptibility, the permittivity of vacuum, the surface charge and the charge density and fJ It fJz,
fJl are constants associated with the polarization gradient.

The stored energy of deformation and polarization depends on Pi and PiJ and is taken in the
form

(2.6)

in which for the case of isotropic centro-symmetric dielectric materials, the tensors aij, {Jijkl and
'YI/* are defined by

-I -I~
aij =Eo TI aij

'Yip< =0

(2.7a)

(2.7b)

(2.7c)

where aq is the Kronecker delta,
Eliminating Eil and ,AI from eqns (2.1a)-(2.lc), (2.4) and (2.5), the following system of

equations and boundary conditions is obtained

Let

fJ Iii V.P+2fJzii ' vP +({J2 - (J)ii x Vx P=0

ii, [p - EoIIVq,/O =8(x)

3. GALERKIN'S REPRESENTATION AND POINT CHARGE

(2.8)

(2.9)

(2.10)

(2.11)

(ll)
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(3.2)

and let L be a (4 x 4) matrix associated with eqns (2.8) and (2.9) which are thus rewritten in

(3.3)

where

(3.4)

and

Making use of the results

ZX= qX, ZZ= qZ, X'X= q

xx' = Z, X'Z = qX'

the inverse of the operator L is found to be

(3.5)

(3.6)

(3.7)

where

(3.8)

From eqns (3.3) and (3.8), one obtains

p=Eo[V2[l+(O,-~)VV.lc6-v",

t/> =O,V ·i-[~+Eii'l'"

where i and '" satisfy the equations

(3.9)

(3.10)

(3.11)

(3.12)

(3.13)

Concenlraltd po;nl charge
Let a concentrated point charge of strength Pc =- 4ft Sex) be located at the origin of the

rectaqular coordinate system within an infinite dielectric solid.
Then i =0, and eqn (3.13) reduces to

(3.14)
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where Sex) is the Dirac delta function and

(3.15)

The solution to eqn (3.14) is given by

(3.16)

where we have used

(3.11a)

(3. 11b)

SUbstituting the expression for '" from eqn (lI6) into eqns (3.10) and (3.1 I), one obtains
expressions for the polarization vector P, and the potential ~ due to a point charge (unipole
or 2°_pole) in the form

-I (1 + -RI/)
q,'(i) =:~ ~ ~e .

The dielectric displacement is found from eqns (3.18) and (3.19) and is given by

(lI8)

(3.19)

(3.20)

which is seen to be independent of the dielectric constants. The expression for ~ derived here
agrees with that obtained by Mindlin[4].

4. MULTIPOLES

In this section, expressions are derived for the potential field, polarization and dielectric
vectors for a non-ideal and an ideal dipole, quadrupole and octapole.

Dipole (2-pole)
Consider the point charges +e and - e located at the points with position vector ro and

;0+ 'Iiil (Appendix A). Define

Strength of the dipole = ell

Moment of dipole =~ ell'; =- ero+e(Fo+II iiI)

== el.ii.

2

Potential due to non-ideal dipole =L (/J;{P).
i-I

(4.1)

(4.2)

(4.3)



Charge distrihution on the surface of a spheroidal cavity 201

To find the potential due to an ideal dipole, let e -+ ex, and II -+ 0 such that ell (-+.'1") remains
finite

-I (I + -RlI)
ql(x; til) =+;ttl If: 11 (til' V) ~e

pd(i; ril) =-.'I" 1~ 11 V(ih . V) C-~-Rl').

(4.4)

(4.5)

Notice that the dipole depends on one director iii.

Quadrupole (22-pole)
Consider two dipoles, the first dipole as given above, and the second one obtained from the

first by displacing it a distance 12n2 and reversing the position of the charges (see Appendix A)
so that -e, e, -e and e located at ;0, '0+ I. Ii.. ;0+ It iii + '2n2 and '0+12ti2,'respectively. Define
the

Strength of the quadrupole = e/l12

Moment of the quadrupole <5 =~! ~ ei~'i

where the charges and their corresponding position vectors are listed in Appendix A.

..
Potential due to non-ideal dipole =~ (MP).

;-1

(4.6)

(4.7)

(4.8)

(4.8a)

To find the potential due ~o an ideal quadrupole, let e-+ 00, '.-+ 0, '2-+ 0 such tbat lim t 1./2= [f'l.­'.'r<O
(finite). The limit of (4.8a) leads to

(4.9)

In a similar manner one obtains

(4.10)

Equations (4.9) and (4.10) define the potential and the polarization vector due to a quadrupole
located at the origin in an infinite dielectric solid. Notice that the quadrupole depends on two
directors, ;;. and ;;2'

Octapole
An octapole consists of two quadrupoles, the first as given above and the second obtained

from the first by displacing it through a distance 13 and interchanging positions of the charges
(Appendix A).

(4.1 1)

The eight charges -e, e, -e, e, -e, e, -e, e are located respectively at ;0' ' 0+I.iil> '0+I.ii, +
12;;2, ;0 +12;;2, '0+ I.;; I +13;;3, ;0+II iiI +13;;3 +12;;2, ;0+13;;3 +'2;;2, '0+'3;;3'
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• 1 8

Moment of the octapole U== -3! L e;,;,;,;
. I

which upon substituting into (4.12) for charges and their position vectors becomes

The potential of an arbitrary point P due to a non-ideal octapole is

8

~ (MP).
;zl

(4.12)

(4.13)

(4.14)

Potential due to an ideal octapole is determined by taking the limit of (4.14) as e-+ oo and I" 12, 13

each tending to zero. such that e/.M3 remains finite (= 9*1) resulting in expressions for the
potential and polarization vectors due to an octapole located at the origin in the form

-I

4Joct (i; Ii" li2, li3) = +1~ T/ 9*1(1i• • V)(li2 • V)(ti3• V)

(
1- e-RII

)
x R . (4.15)

Notice that the octapole depends on three directors, ti to ih and ti3•

The corresponding expressions for dielectric displacements due to a unipole (2°-pole). dipole
(2-pole). quadrupole (22_pole) and octapole (23_pole) are obtained from the relation

and are found to be

- -(1) - - (1)D'(i) =- eV R; JJ4(i;ti1) =- ;rV(ti• . V) R

(4.16)

(4.17a,b)

(4.17c)

(4.l7d)

The potential, polarization and dielectric displacement vectors due to higher order sin­
gularities can be constructed in a similar manner.

S. SPHEROIDAL CAVITY
Consider an infinite isotropic centro-symmetric dielectric solid with a prolate spheroidal

cavity centered at the origin whose surface S is defined by

(5.1)
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The focal length. 2c. and eccentricity e are related by

(5.2)

For a rigid dielectric in which the polarization gradient effects are negligible. one is interested in
determining the dielectric displacement field such that it satisfies

(a) Maxwell's equation

V· D=O (5.3)

(b) Boundary condition

n·D=ii·J (5.4)

where

and

• bla ( _ + Y _ + z _)
n =• I( 2 2 2) xex p ey J--:2 ezva -ex -e -e (5.5)

is a unit vector normal to the surface of the cavity and ex. ey• ez are unit vectors in the direction
of the coordinate axes and do. dI, d2 are arbitrary constants.

(c) and the vanishing of the dielectric displacement at infinity.
Guided by the structure of the solutions derived in[t-3] construct the solution to eqn (5.3)

and (5.4) by considering a point charge singularity with constant density, a dipole singularity
with iiI =ex, Iyand a density =c2- f2, a quadrupole singularity with ii, =ii2=Ix and density =
(c2

- f2)2 distributed along the line segment (- ae, 0) to (ae,O) on the x-axis between the focii of
the spheroid. Assume the solution in the form of an integral representation as

(5.6)

Y-AXIS

--+...:.-....;...~-~III---;..:..:.:...:..:--l--_a-AXIS

Z-AXIS

.2 'l+l2PROLATE SPHEROID' :r + • I • 0" b
o b

Fig. I. Line segment for singularities distribution: (- at.OHat'ol.
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where i = ,es and A;(i = 1,2,3,4) are arbitrary constants to be determined from the boundary
conditions.

Substituting for Dt(i -l. Dd(i - i;es ), Dd(i - i;e,) and Dq(i - i; es, is), eqn (5.6) may be
rewritten as

where R =[(x - ,)2 +y2 +Z2]1I2 and we have assumed that e =5d =fr =;ret = I.
The boundary condition (5.4) assumes the form

(5.8)

where

(5.9a)

(5.9b)

(5.9c)

(5.9d)14= (Ii' V) [iC (c2- ,2)1.(.!.)d'].
-c oy Rf

Detailed evaluation of the integrals 1; (i = 1-4) is given in Appendix C which on the surface of a
spheroid become

(5. lOa)

(5. lOb)

(5.lOc)

(5.1Od)

Substituting from (5.10) into (5.8), and comparing coefficients of I, x, y, x2, one obtains a linear
system of algebraic equations leading to

d [ 2e ]-1 [ 2e ]-1A3=j 3L-4e-
I
_ e2 ' A4 =d2 +L-4e+

l
_ e1

(5.lla)

(5.JJb)
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thus determining, explicitly, the expression for the dielectric displacement as

(5.12)

where 8"'1/ with its recurrence formulae and evaluations on the surface of the spheroid are
given in Appendix B.

Total surface charge
The total charge C on the surface of the spheroid is given by

(5.13)

Using a parametric representation for the surface S of a spheroid

(5.14)

-ls"sl, Os8s217', 0<£<00

and f =€o on S, one finds

b = cVU3-1). c = ae. e=1
fo

;; =c[~1J, vU&- 1) V(l- ,,2) cos 8, V(f&-1) v(1- ,,2 sin 8]

resulting in an expression for C on the surface of the spheroid as

(5.15)

(5.16)

(5.17)
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APPENDIX A

The unipoJe, dipole, quadrupole and octapole, together with the position vectors of the locations of their charges are
listed below.

(A) UnipoJe (2°-pole) consists of a single point charge.

I
!

(e"o)

(b) Dipole (2 1_pole) consists of two point charges.

I
!

(- e,ro)

2

'/
(e) Quadrupole (22_pole) consists of four point charges.

I
!

(-e,ro)

3
!

( - e,;o+'Iii. +'2ii2)

4

(d) Qctapole (2).pole) consists of eight point charges.

I
!

( -e,fo)

3
!

(- e,;o +'Iiil +'2ii2)

5
!

(- t,fo+'I iii +i)ii)

6
!

(e"o +'Iiil +'2ii2+')ii)

7
!

(- t,;o +'2ii2+I)ii)

A6 7

s,e;---+-------r
8

2 3

4

APPENDIX B
The form of 8",.•, its recurrence formula and some commonly used results are given below:

f< I
B",.• = R'" ~. d~, R~:: (x - ~)2 +r.

-< f

Recurrence Formula:

Differential Relations:

iIax B",.• :: - m[xB...2•• - B...2••• 11

(BI)

(B2)

(B3)
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Some Evaluations:

B I
R,-M1.1,= og •
R,-x+c

I[I I]
B~'I =3 R? -7f;i +xBM

where

R1= Hx +r)2' +rJ1n, R2={(z - c)2 +r)lI2

r=,r+Z2,

On the Surface of the Spheroid:

I+t
Bu = I08r:e= L

2B B 21 2, 2a2'tJ
a to-X 31=1-,2' BJ2 =L-r=?+(I_tZ)(oZ_H)

c%B3•0-BJ2 "" -L+ I :t';

APPENDIXC

Evaluation of IntearaJ$ 1; (i = 1-4) on S.
(a) The intearat II:

SS Vol 17, No. 2-E
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(84)

(B5)

(B6)

(87)

(88)

(89)

(BIO)

(BIH

(812)

(BI3)

(BI3a)

(814)

(8IS)

(816)

(BI7)

(B181

(BI9)

(B20)

(B21)

(822)

(cn



208

Making use of the result
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(0)

Substituting from (BI7) into (OJ. one obtains

Since (BIBx) (l/Rl ) =- (BIB" (l/Rl ). integrating by parts, we lind

=-2(ii' V)I< J..d~ = ;b~Q 2 2 I< (Q2_~X)~ dt
_< Rl vIa ex) -e R(

2b1a 2
= y'(a2- e2x2) [a B;.I- xBn!

where (C2) was used.
Substituting from (BI6.17) into (C6), one linds

(c) The integral /):

/) = (ii . V)t (e2
- ~l) :;2 (~() d~.

Integrating by parts twice and using the result (C2). there results

_ bla Je (Q2_tX)(CI_3~2)
lj- y'( 2 _ 2 I) R) d~.a ex _, (

Making use of (BI9) and (820). one obtains

lj = y'(}~Qe2x2) [l3x l
- Q2)(3L-4(' - I:ttl)J.

(d) The integral I.:

I. =(ii . V).!. Ie ((C2- e)l.] d~
iJy _< R(

= V(:2~Otix2) [, ~ t,(c2A30 - An)- 3(o2e2B~-xc2B~I-Q
2
B,,+ .1853)]

which. on S becomes

where we have used (BI8) and (821).

(C4)

(C5)

(C6)

(C7)

(C8)

(C9)

(elO)

lell)

(el2)


